
Holidays 

Ness 'n.:�crmntion .':Jervice 
Nesslet�0r No 95 

Au.gust 1989 

ISSN 0264-7001 

· 
22nd July 1�89, 5.30 pm; we were bc.ck at the:.lochside, ._a quarter of an hour �rlier 

than last year -� very much cre,�tures of habit a • J'. kilo� we are more fortunate than '· m'any ; 
ve do manage:, at least_ to vis.i t t�,-: :- 'lc::>ch, but a. year. seeins very long sometimes . . on·c� 
ag.::�.in the 'we' were my wife, Dori s , �daughter ijeather, sister-in-lq.w Audrey and myself . 
As vve roi�ed. down the track through·,_tpe trees 

. 
o� to,_ the small strip of ground by the 

old Abriachan pier, we were met by a
" 

gtr.a.nge Ed:1gh.f�.;· ., Th;ere was a large bank of shingle 
stretching from th� concrete end of.the �ier along ' th� top of the shore into th� treesc 
A gap had been dug through 'it down to t he water. Y.Je 1lE;,arned later that Neil Bo:rland 
had u�ed a .JCB to do the job, so he would be able tQ launch�s boat as he wished. T�e · 
sh;_ngle had been deposited by the .floods of February, and was a clear indication to the 
w�ximum level t�e loch had reached� As the loch level flu c tuates normally it is diffi­
cult to say c�actly how much above normal .it had been, but somewhere between five and 
six feet wouli b� right . Neil ha4 levelled the tail �md .ofrthe shingle bank out, so we 
v:ere · abl� .to .set our awning and tent up on a fairly flat area with room for the van 
b��ched on tt the awning, as usualo Along with most of the_country, Loch Ness.and the 
s��roun.ing a�aa had been enjoying the dry warw 8lmmer�w�ather. It had been a long 
t:i �e since t�:' .. Y had had any significant amount of rain � although ll!e did hav.e the 
·��:igatory' E�ower as we se ttl ed in. The loch level was very low. � �ave never seen 

·i"L -00 ·f0t�· down .. The old :rier consists of a concrete base on the shore, two walls that 
�-.:-e filled in with rubble with traces �f what seems to . be tarmac on the top, along with 

. F?:=-�=··. 2·S o ·This I'eaches into the water, where it is some seven feet above the beach . It 
i_.� 'lh')u-t 12 feet wide and perhaps 40 feet long 0 Tq.en there are the wooden remains, 
·.-!t'.ir;h ·a.Te· la!'�e caulks of timber standing up :from the bottom through the watero There 
0T �; a. m.;:0.00:�� 'l:f: these , the outer ones being in a.bout 10 f.eet of water, with a number of 
�-':'0'->S· me�.cer-0 le:·t but no sign of the dcqking� · Thii;, timber portion will be about 
5n feet by. 50 fee:.. I can u.sua_lly collect V�Ja�tex by . . dr opping a bucket on a rope from 
L:�:=: �.vncre.-te po:-·tir:n into e.bout 2 feet of water � ·: Th� s year ,,vhen we arrived it was just 
;�Gsible to_�2t �ou�t th� ena with dry feet o Thus the loc� level was two feet below 
the norm�L .f�r the t�mc of yearo So here we had the extremes of high and low water .. 
7�lking to Gome·o� th� locnl.people during ou� stay the� all sa{d that.no one had seen 
i� hi�:�!/:owe�o F o� · most · o f the first week the weather c ontinued very gopd, but then 

· '· ,"r seci ���- .y:;e:rcact st<::.i.es for much of the remaining time, al tho�gh it stayE?d warm with 
�-,�t a f�w ra�� s�owe�s. The rain was sufficient t o lift the loc� l��el by about a 
i":_,r.:to \vc en,joyed a· .:�air .amount of calm conditions and I 1rJas able to" take the canoe 
:::'.7: rr..ore thts. y0.ar tt.1n last, which was very pleasant.. On ome of my early trips along 
c>.? slw:re I c�me acro::s th� classic piece of Nessie shaped driftwood.. It had been 
c::: st high" up. on · the s�lore, 

'
aimost under the trees, by the stormso A tree trunk 1.-.ri th 

�]-,:::: bo.rk worn .9ff, ab cut a foot in diameter tapering along its length , some 'twelve 
fset beine etraight.the� with two or three feet curving up. into a lovely head and necko 
�t VI<'ls lying on the sho?-� with the 'head/neck' raised, the perfect pos�7 but .I think 
t��� if it had been in the water it would have floated on its sid�o I took a photo­
.:�:--,-:;,p}.: of it, for wy collec.:ion .. . 'vJe sa\IIJ some mergansers, but· the group was not as large 
�0 last season, and we di1 not see them as �fteno We did see tw� black throated divers 
�!·:1s3 clo oe n� .our camp and.

. I go.t a photograph. Later in our stay we ,sat•T two, presum­
�bJy the came birds down the loch crossing towards Al��u�ie Castle. We did not go 
:·r}�,.:1d the loch th-� s yec:r ,. ·out we did take a trip on Scott II. It had been many years, 
o:-:. c·�e of OiJ.:i� J.;-a:r�:.c:r holidays, since I took the two boys and eldest ,..:._ , :.1ghter rut on. 
s._:r)··�t IIo So v!e n:::_: went on one of the longer afternoon trips. There is rather a 
���g time spent t�avelling along the c�nal from Muirtown, interesting in itself, bht 
·c,:'? v.i.ew as the beat emerges at Loch End is beautiful; then the ·run along to Castle 
·ij�r:\l',>:.c:-.rt gj :res a very diff�rent vie\•I of. the loch to that .obtained from the road. One 
::::: �ht change to tr1e run was the turn at the Castle. We slmved right dow_n and <e:ame in 
vcrJ close to the castle as the boat turned; the old trip used to turn further out in 
the bay� Scott I! mRkes. a very good outing giving a wonderful view of "the locho One 
cf the 'Z..R.sting imp�"'essions is. looking b,qck and noting the huge size of the stern V�rave 
E'.S st.e C J'lJ.ises nlon6 0 lTO wonder the wake is so. powerful and long. la sting 0 Sue and 
Alastnir·Boyd arrivGd at the chalet at .Strone on our middle weekend� Alastai� had 
be:eE un,,.el�l: fpr some time, but hoped that. the �ranq1,1ili ty of the loch would help, 
L'.J.ttough he ciid realise that he w�uld have to limit the time he spent watching Rnd 
try to relr'.X mGrCJ. than he usually does. By way of mnking this possible they had a 
VCH and player. a�.ong with their cRmera equipm.e.nt; · Allowing for th.� �imi_t_<1tions of 
video, it did .at :east mean that some form of check could be main"t.ain?q �on a select_ed j � • • 
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portion of the bay f0r most of the time. Sue s�id it was strange but she found it 
easier to watch the l o-:;b whnn it was on TV than actually looking at the water .. Perhaps 
something to du with it being framed, and the expectation tho.t on TV things happen, she 
thought. We saw them three times during the week; it was good to see them again. We 
were disappointed that Doug Macfarlnne did not arrive before we left. We have met up 
with Doug and f:�mily, for a few years while at the loch.. Once again it is good to 
meet up with friends and catch up on news, and note how youngsters are growing. I was 
sorry to miss Antony Sharratt, an NIS member, who with his father were on their annual 
trip to the loch. He had been watching from Foyers Point, but had not seen anything 
unusual.. They h�d taken a boat trip from Ft Augustus and found it very pleasant, and 
that afternoon had stopped by the old pier to say hello. It was our lnst whole day. 
and we were out doing the rounds of saying good-bye to our friends in the area. We 
missed Antony by three hours, and must have passed them �long the road somewhere. 
Dick Raynor dropped into the pier one evening and we had a good chat, and hoped to get 
together again but did not manage it. Dick is working in the photographic field, and 
has been helping in the setting up.of the new Exhibition lRyout at Drumnadrochit. We 
had a look round and found it very interesting, although there was a display or two 
still to be finished. Adrian Shine has been very involved with the new exhibition, 
so as eRn be imagined, it is very much the Project's viewpoint that is presented. To 
some Nessie hunters the exhibitions are something of an affront, sideshows cashing in 
on 'our' mystery .. I can understand such a view, but fe0l thRt it must be remembered 
that people need to make a living, and tourism is well promoted, not cnly in Scotland 
but all over the British Isles. Here at home in Weardale, a rur�l area short of work 
opportunities, the Wear Vnlley is being promoted as 'The l3nd of the Prince Bishops', 
which harks bnck to the centuries following William the lonqueror, when County Durham 
was a County Palentine, and the Bishop hnd �lmost as much power as the king. Many of 
the local people are not in agreement with that image being put forward. In the 
Loch Ness area1 with the exhibitions, I think thnt perhaps all we can ask is that they 
are well produced, give a fair representation of the facts and the work done by the 
various �arties over the years, and present good value for the entrance charge. We 
should a:so remember that most of us have rend many �f the books on the BUbject, and 
in fact.�now as much about it as the people mounting the exhibitions. With the new 
exhibition it is proposed that the average visitor should take 45 minutes to pass 
through the displays, although it .is possible to stay longer and hnve a better lRoko 
That :s not a long time when you consider the vastness of the subject, and all the 
7ariou£3 facets of the mysteryo So for us there is perhaps not too much to be gained 
from a �sit, but for the tourist it could be very useful, and in a small percentage 
of cases :ead to a greeter, longer lasting interest. Talking to Adrian about the 
Project's �rk� hesaid they hn.ve plans for an extended programme in future seasons 
usir1.g very sopb:lsticated 'state of the art equipment' o However the cost c-f such 
equipment is very high and the funding of such an effort could be a problemo This 
season �hey had ceen doing a series of sonnr experiments using their old gear and just 
a fe,, voi.\.mteers \ in a very low key manner.. He c=tlso said that earlier in the year he 
had met with Bob �ines, of the Acndemy of Applied Sciences, and he hoped thRt they 
would be gettiug tugether in a combined operation some time lnter in the season. Bob 
was expecting to be able to obtain some declnssified US Navy equipment to use.. Perhaps 
it cou�d be said tha� �t would be obsolete, but I would think that even not too old 
nava- gear wouln still 0e very good. I hope that such an expedition will take place, 
but at this ·time : hRve �o further information. Whil8 v�siting Adrian I had the chance 

,o see and exnmite n perspex barrel which the Project hn.d retrieved from the loch .. 
TrLis o'cject is scmething of a mystery, as there is no ·indication who put it in place 
or wr.y... T'r .. e Pro�ect first detected it on their sonRr in 1983; it showed up as a 
st�tionary targe: in deep water in the general area of the Horseshoe Scree.. In 
following y�ars :t was still there, seemingly tethered to the bottom, and they moni­
tored it evs�¥ season. During Operation Deepscan it did not show up, but when they 
took ar.other -�k a day or. ·two later the sonar shov-Jed it '1-JnS still there. This, by 
the way, is an :nnication of how far down the sensitivity scale the Deepscan equipment 
had been during �he. sweeps, showing how big a target was needed to register, because 
as Y'OU wil"l.. see t! .. e •·Perspex Barrel' would give a strong echo o It. was decided to have 
a loo� at t�e Batr�� using the ROV, and eventually the Project went a step further and 
brbugnt it �-o the s1lrface. It is about 15� inches long and 9 inches in diameter, with 
compartments in.sid8. It had been tethered fairly close to the bottom, in some 
600 feet of �ate�, by a chain and weight, with a buoyant rope just floating from the 
top.. Both these '•re�e fastened with little shackles which had been Araldi ted to 
prevent accidenta� :oosening.. The mnin body of the barrel was constructed out of 
one inch thick pe-t-:-,ex·, inside were three compartments/tubes; the centre one was 
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two inches in diame-ce.r.- and �mp-1.;y7 the divisi�ns between tubes \vere half inche 

thick; the ne::x t com::�?."L·;�,,l�n·:; w<.J.S cne i:nc:h w:i.c�.e, and the 'iUter one half an inch 
v1ide, concen·tr:i. c circ.�e ;:;: 0 Tho se· twG spaces we.re filled .with a fine white· pc.wder. 
The ·only marking on the. unl t was a· small arroe, of· st.i-cky plastic ,  to indicate_, up. 
There: was no label or notice · st·a

.
ting whose t;xperiment/equipm�nt it was nor a 

contact address - nothing. AdriaL said.the stamdard of construc.ti�n would indicat� 
a Technical College or Un-iversity de:pa·rtment, not ·the kind ·of. thing easily thrown 
together· in the back kitchen� Seeing the powder·-·raised questiens of drugs, se the 
Customs ·and Excise authorities were ·called. ',1hen they came they drilled a hele: into 
each of the sections contairtiug powder and .t.ok small sa�pl�s. Ccnclusien: tha 
powde�· was not narcori·�. Adrian had· t·ht! powder :-analysed and he was informed it v1as 
'an inert silicon powder'. While I was looking:at the barrel at .Adrian's place.: I 
noticed there were· f�u:t metal bars spaced at e.qual distances around the inside ef 
the·� outside compartment, buried in the white .p:o1..,rder :� I thought the.y looked like· bar 
magnets� .:.J.lthough I '  could just glimpse the:ir ends. \fuen.I did· a .simplie test with a 
compass: it seems certain that they are magnets. It would se e m tt.�.-t; here we have: an 
experiment'of some kind, but all it consists of are concentric tubes of inert 
silicon 'powder and bar magnets. There· does not seem to be any wiring, power sourc�, 
connection to the.· outside and it has· been 600 feet· down in the loch for at least 
six years. No one, or organisation, has come fer1.,ard· to ask about it�· and after all 
the Dee.pscan operation received a great deal of ·publicity. You vJoul·d think that 
someone· shouid have .contacted the Project to say, 'while you are peking about down 
there··you shou�d 'find this barrel9 ·it is ours'·;. but no one did. Anyene any ideas 
as to · who or what? l�nother mystery in the le-eh . · 

Once again I did not see anything unus:ual in· the loc}f,. but it is very good te 
be by the loch and meet up with our friends ' and soak in some of the atmosph�re. 
The weather was kind and we· all had a.good holiday and now-as usual loCJk forward 
to next year. 

Nessie on Video? 
At the end of NIS 94 I briefly meri'tioned that· a' Canadian couple had videoed 

somethi�g in Urquhart Bay. John a.n� Judy Chaffin , from Vancouver, were ".;Talking from 
Drumnadrochi t to Urquhart Castle: ori the �f·tern·eon of Sunday 25th June 1989. :P .. t 4. 45 
pm they were on the road s6me 200 yards fro� St�dri�� wher� there is a good view 
ac�o s s Urquhart Bay. Judy was taking some ·video bf the· bay when. John saw 'something' 
swimming across the bay. He shouted to Judy. who then saw ·the object and recorded it 
for a minute · arid a half. It was well out in· the -bay when fir st noticed, and swam 
t�: \,rards them in a series e;f slight . . z"ig�zags, until it· disapp.eared from view behind 
the trees at the lochside below ·them� The head· was out of the water for the duration 
cf the sighting, and was rounded ·, about the size of a bas.ke tba+.l. No back was 
visible, but from the wash behind the head they thought . a body of eight to ten fee:t 
was causing it. They were· sure they were watching an animal and it was moving at 
the spe·e.d ef a fast walker ( abcut 5mph ) ., . making a bow v.iave that .was clearly visible, 
although the surface was ch�ppy. Using an Ordin2'·-:.c3 Survey ·map they later calculated 
the animal had been some 300 metres fr{Jm them� With the E�ssi.s:tanoe of their land­
lady the next day they contacted J)r Gord0n 1.Jiiliamson' a mariLe -... iologist who talte s 
a g-reat interest. in the loch. He photographed the: sEia.l ·i n  '1985 and no\., operates- a 
mi.ni-bus tour to the lech. He visited· them, but because� the American video is not 
cf,:npatable with· the British, he was unable ·to -do more than .see· the video, in black 
and white, through the camera eye-pie ce . Even se he was sure that it was an animal 

swimrniT'.g in · the leGh but because ·it se·emmrd to . hold its. head so high and for so 
long, out of the watei7 'he .did not think it was a seal. Mr Chaffin,. also said, it 
was bigger than any seal he had see.n aroun� Vancouver. Gordon ·said that the· enly 
ncn-mons�ers he could think cf that would give a similar effect would be either 
an Alsatiar. dog or a roe deer that for some reason was swimming well eut in the 

loch. As they left f�r home the Chaffins were repcrted to have said that it may 
0r may not nave been Nessie on their videe, but it was alive and swimming in the: 
loch. 1hey were satisfied as that was what they had come for. Some time later th� 
BBC obtained a copy of the tape which they showed in a programme from Glasgow. 
They r�ad Adrian Shine and Gordon ''"illiamscn on the same programme. and had a tele­
phone �ink with the Chaffins in Vancouver. Adrian had also assisted in obtaining 
vide� fer comparison, from the same place and using the same power lens as the 
Chaffins. The targe t s were a 17 foot motAr cruiser which was 4! fe et tall from 

the surface , and a model mallard duck. Unfortunately, the Ch2.ffin' s video is n0t 
perfect, being for the m�st part slighty out of f�cus and suffering frem camera 
v.robble. 'I·he� is semething in the water making a vlake. It shews as a dark lump 
moving steadily through the water on a weaving ceurse·. 
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Conparing it with the cruiser, not the best .?.s it is white Hnd re:=tlly stands out, the 
lump at times seems abot1t a foot higho The 'mallard' is almost invisible at the range. 
The BBC had blown up p�r-� of the sequence but the results were not of much help, one 
of the failings of video �s a.medium. Judy had used the zoom lens but that made the 
camera movement more app:.:trent. We should all ms.ke note of this and take the advice 
of camera manuals, etc.,· that is, to take advantage of w:1lls, fence posts, or any 
solid object as a support for a camera when using telephoto equipment. The 'out of 
:.:'ocus' element is rriore difficult. I have t:1lked to a number of people and it appears 
that most video cqmeras are sel£ focusing. What Judy was trying to record was a 
fairly small ind.ist1nct object in a stretch of featurele�s water, not the easiest 
problem for the camera; also there was the line of trees at the w�ter's edge and a 
bush in the left foreground. I think that with the camera movement it h�d been 
.searching .for something as the centre of focus, at times seeing the trees and then 
the bush coming in from the left; .this coupled with the water gave rise to the problem. 
Both Adrian and Gordon were sure th.:l.t it was some type of animal, hut could not say 
exactly what. They both also said that they were f.�.irly sure thHt it was not a hoax. 
There was a commentary with the·tape, which g�ve the Ch�ffins' immediate reactions to 
wh�t they were seeing. John's first was th�t they were seeing a bird, at one point 
he said it had flown away, showing that initially at maximum range the object was not 
too apparent to the naked eye. The early reaction seemed to be that it was a bird or 
a group of birds, then as it c�me closer came tlisbelief. Could it be Nessie? As it 
neared the trees, or the point where the trees would obscure it, Judy said: ffJohn it 
can't be'' with that tone in her voice saying of- course it can't be. John answered 
'!Nahh", with sim1.lal' tone. Traffic could. be heard in the background as cars and 
coaches passed by; the verge is quite narrow there, not the best of situations for 
trying to concentrate on filming. Oh the video the object is well out from the shore 
but not really towards the centre of the bay. It could have been comi�g from the 
inner shore of the bay, or the area off the north of the River Coiltie, crossing the 
corner of the bay. The weaving n·:tture of its path is rather unusual, reminiscent of 
the track filmed by Tim Dinsdaleo During the television programme as I said, there 

·was a telephone link with the Chaffins. One of the questions Adrian asked was: what 
did you do after the object disappear�� behind the trees? They said they had waited 
and watched for some time to see if it would reappear, which it did not. Adrian made 
the point that perh�ps John should have gone down the hill to see if something was 
swimming along the edge or had come ashore. John said that the grass was very wet, 
the hill steep and· that he was not dressed for such a scramble. Adrian said that he 

·thought that if he had been there he wou�d have been down the hill to try to find 
out more. I agree and find John's answer a little off-putting.. In many cases the 
\-.ri tnesses make an effort to get closer, d:lo see more., So here we have wha·t could be 
the first video showing one of the Loch Ness creatures, but it has the ·failing of 
the other filmed and photographic evidence. It does not provide the answer to the 
mystery we all hoped for: WHAT IS LIVING IN THE LOCH? 

Well at :ast that is NIS 95 finishedo I must apologise to all because it is 
very latee r have had a great deal of trouble putting it together, finding almost 
any excuse rather than settle down and write. vJri ter' s block, is it? That with 
shift work and general lack of time.. However here it is at last.. Pl:-·_;,se remember 
your news and views are alw�ys welcome.. My address remains:- R. R .. Hepple, 
7 Huntshieldford, St Johns Chapel,·Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, DL13 1RQ 
Telephone: (0388) �37359. Subscriptions: North America $9 .. 00 UoK. £2.,75 .. 

Rip 


